ELLORA CAVES 


The Rashtrakootas who ruled in Deccan for two and a half 
centuries (752 to 985 AD) respected all faiths of their time. This is 
reflected in Ellora where we find rock-cut cave-temples representing 
the Vaishnava, Shaiva, Jaina and Buddhist faiths. This Amar Chitra 
Katha tells the story of the Rashtrakoota heroes who have left us a 
lasting legacy — the Ellora caves. 5 
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The Glory of the Rashtrakootas 


IN THE 8th CENTURY A.D. A NEW EMPIRE | OUR FOREFATHERS 
WAS ABOUT TO RISE IN CENTRAL INDIA. EMIGRATED TO ELLICHPUR 
INORA, THE RULER OF ELLICHPUR SEVERAL GENERATIONS 
PRINCIPALITY OF THE CHALUKYAN £MPIKE,| AGO AND CARVED A 
NURSED AMBITIONS OF EXTENDING THE PRINCIPALITY FoR 
AREA OF HIS INFLUENCE. А THEMSELVES HERE. 


... BUT TO GRO 
І NEED SUPPORT 
1 MUST HAVE 

STRONG 
ALLIES. 


SO WHEN THE WEDDING OF CHALUKYA KING 
PULAKESHI'S DAUGHTER WAS ARRANGED — 
KRISHNA, PRINCESS x 
| = 
BHAVANAGR 19 MAAN 
GOING TO SELECT & 
HER HUSBAND 
TODAY. 
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z " 7 BUT SHE IS BOUND TO IF SHE DOES 

ESTRAN W CHOOSE FOR A GROOM | | THAT,! WILL MISS 
HER HAND, OUR POLITICAL E RULER OF A | |THE OPPORTUNITY 


ELLORA CAVES 
| PULAKESH! WAG VERY ANGRY WITH INDRA USED HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH 
INDRA. BUT THEIR RELATIONS BECAME PULAKEGHI TO EXPAND HIS DOMAIN. 


INFLUENCE WOULD Д | FRIENDLY BY THE TIME INDRA AND Tj 
RGER || OF A 
INCREASE PN s SER] ШЕТІНЕ BHAVANAGA’S FIRST SON DANTIDURGA 
TREMENDOUSLY. THAN OURS alll | 


A 


YOUR FATHER 
| ; $ | HAS SENT HIS 
| ت‎ y GRANDSON 
\ f O А. FABULOUS 


KRISHNA NOTICED A STRANGE TINKLE IN | | wora was PLANNING PRECISELY THAT. S0 ON THE | 


INORA’S EYES — [CN] | DAY ОҒ THE WEDDING — 
Гау — 
JOU ARE IMPULSIVE, А x ET 


RASHTRAKUTA INDR 
BROTHER. | HOPE YOU HAS ABDUCTED 
ARE NOT PLANNING 


š PRINCESS 
à کے‎ 
SOMETHING £ — BHAVANAGA. 
—— 
à О] м 
UYU LULL |, — 
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DANTIDURGA GREW UP IN AN 
ATMOSPHERE CHARGED WITH 
THE AMBITION AND DRIVE OF 
HIS FATHER. 


чои MUST TRAIN 
YOURSELF TO BE А” 
GOOD SOLDIER. ONLY 


Д 


CONCENTRATE AND 
TAKE CAREFUL 
AIM. 


THERE HE MARRIED HER. 
w [2 
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IN A.D. 733, (NORA DIED LEAVING BEHIND HIG 
BROTHER KRISHNA AND HIS ONLY SON 


DANTIDUR GA. 


AS A SON 


7 то BRING 
| GLORY TO THE 
| RASHTRAKOOTAS. 


—  ——— 


“жө, UNCLE 


WILL STRIVE HARD 
TO BRING GLORY 


ЧОИ GRIEVE FOR 


ON THE FOLLOWING DAY 
DANTIDURGA WAS CROWNED. 


| Ш 


+++ THE 
TERRITORY чоц 
HAVE INHERITED— 
TO CONQUER 

OTHER LANDS--- 


Гвявнтеткоотлв WERE STILL 

VAGSALG OF THE CHALUKYAN 
| EMPEROR 
É = 


| WHEN DANT/OURGA CALLED ON THE EMPEROR, VIKRAMADITYA E 
„ш 


“OUR LATE FATHER WAS 
| LIKE ^ RIGHT ARM TO ME 
"OU HAVE MY BLESSINGS 


AND GOOD 


NOW «OU HAVE TO 
(MAKE A JOURNEY TO 
У BADAMI AND PAY | | 


SOUR RESPECT 
! WILL, N, TO THE | 
UNCLE. m S | 

PA \ EMPEROR 


SUVARAJA,4OU HAVE 
TO STEEL YOURSELF 
AGAINST SORROW SO 
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[Жр зв, DANTIDURGR RECEIVED ^ MESSAGE | / 1 Wi MAKE | / ALSO, SEND WHILE PULAKESHI FOUGHT WITH RENEWED ZEAL; 
FROM THE EMPEROR— Г/ THE ARABS PRE \ FOR THE | PULAKESHI A MESSAGE DANTIDURGA LED A DETERMINED ATTACK FROM 

7 HV, HARASSING PULAKESHI CAMPAIGN | THE OPPOSITE END— ч 

OF GUJARAT. PROCEED А ANIMMEDIATEMS. | 
FORTHWITH TO / NS 
HIS AIO A 


THE EMPEROR WAS 
| SUPPOSED TO SEND us 
“Қ. HELP. | HOPE IT ARRIVES 
IN TIME. 


AT NAVASAE!, PULAKEGHI WAS FIGHTING A LOSING 
|BATTLE WITH THE BRAB INVADERS. 


THE ENEMY 19 TOO STRONG) 
FOR US. WE CANNOT 
Қ HOLD OuT MUCH 
LONGER, SIRE. 


FROM ELLICHPUR / ON HIS WAY. HE PLANS | MA VICTORIOUS KINGS— 
^m TO ATTACK THE ARABS = 
FROM BEHIND AND ( I б | CONFER ON YOU THE 
OH, THATS SURPRISE THEM. Se Û \ TITLES PRITHVIVALLRBHA* 
EXCELLENT |) — СУ A ; AND KHADGAVALOKA*. 


| MAHARAJ, А MESSENGER MAHARAJ, DANTIDURGA | ê. RABS SOON ROUT. THE EMPEROR, VIKRAMADITYA NOURED THE 
| HAS JUST ARRIVED р 2 вч NES Ne Bo: - С SE ت‎ 
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DPANTIDURGA OF ELLICHPUR, 


У BRING HIM ` ; ж | \ ر‎ igi 
E IMMEDIATE! > + Wi K 4 | 
A ATELY. 2 ) = 298 ; Ж N | 
À ° y ) 


* HERO OF THE WORLD * VALOROUS SWORDSMAN 
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EMPEROR 
VIKRAMADITYA 1S 


TWE VALOUR SHOWN BY THE RASHTRAKOOTA KING 
NAD STRENGTHENED EMPEROR VIKRAMADITIA? S | 


THE 
EMPEROR 15 
DEAD! 


FAITH IN HIM. HE RELIED ON DANTIDURGA 70 SOLVE 
POLISH ISSUES — [S — 


— م 


TAG 


MAHARAJ, 1 
HAVE BROUGHT 
40u VERY 
SAD NEWS 


Í PRITHVIVALLABHA 

Í NANDIVARMAN,THE PALLAVA 
OF KANCHI, 16 CAUSING 
TROUBLE ON MY 
SOUTHERN 


^ 


KEERT/IVARMAN WHO SUCCEEDED zc 

VIKRAMADITIA FAILED TO WIN THE RESPECT 
OF HIS VASSALS, PROMINENT AMONG THEM 
BEING DANTIDURGA 


"t 


HOW DOES HE COMPARE WITH 


HE WAS BORN TO 
LEAD. HIMGELF A 
GREAT CONQUEROR, 
HE INGPIRED 
TREMENDOUS 
COURAGE AND 
LOYALTY. 


I CAN'T HELP 
ADMIRING HIS 
COURAGE AND 
[Tie аглу NANOIVARMAN TURNED OUT 7 BEA DETERMINATION: Z= 
| потег ADVERSARY r — 


THE LATE EMPEROR? IS HE 
А WEAKLING? 


GIVE HIM TIME TO 
SETTLE DOWN, 
Ф DANTIDURGR.GIVE 
92 [ ve IS BRAVE AND INTELLIGENT. |. HIM TIME. 
Ж, VIKRAMADITYA IS FORTUNATE 
TO HAVE MEN LIKE 
| DANTIDURGA TO 
> FIGHT FOR HIM 
^ч 


MEANWHILE 
S WHAT SHOULD BE A 
Our POLICY? Ж 
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AFTER A FIERCE BATTLE NANDIVARMAN FINALLY ACKNOWLEDGED DEFEAT 
ee age ES tad EMD 
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WE WILL CONTINUE TO вит NOT AT THE 'N ELLORA CAVES 
PECOGNIGE THE CHALUKYA | cos T ) — ms 
RENE THE | ОПЕ ПНЕ / WHILE ОМ HIS WAY BACK AFTER A SUCCESSFUL ІР 
EMPEROR AS OUR Ë EMPIRE ? ( “ES P CAMPAIGN— J » 3 


OVERLORD. AT THE SAME 
TIME WE WILL MAKE 
CONQUESTS OF ОПЕ 
OWN AND EXTEND 
OUR TERRITORY, 

BUT. 


| | FEEL STRANGELY 
ATTRACTED TOWARDS 
THOSE HILLS 


e 
2 САМР теке | 
£ TONIGHT. 


/р 


ADDED TO HIS A 


POSSESSIONS THE Й, 
GURJARA KINGDOM i^ 
OF NANDIPURA x 


| csi Si i - 
ss a iP 


ROYAL TENTS МЕРЕ PITCHED NEAR THE 
BEAUTIFUL HILLG. NEXT MORNING — 


2 
¿es 
y. PERHAPS THE 
PLACE HAS SOME 
SIGNIFICANCE. WE 
SHOULD BUILD A 


see. APPOINTED HIG NEPHEW KARKHA HIS REGENT. = 


Y а j 
: [rR p tua THERE SEEMS | TEMPLE TO SHIVA 
M ULE OVER THIS | Ж ТО BE SOME MAGIC HERE, IN THBGE 

1 KINGDOM , | 


\ 


IN THIS PLACE. IT ~ HILLS 
DRAWS ME LIKE А 4 


| THE PLACE WHICH CAPTURED 
| DANTIDURGA’G HEART WAS 
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| DANTIDURGA DID NOT HAVE THE TIME TO CARRY OUT HIS 
реті HE WAS SOON INVOLVED IN A CAMPAIGN AGAINST 


= 
~ DRAW THE ENEMY OUT OF 
/ HIS POSITION FIRST АМО ` = а 
THEN WE SHALL FIGHT HIM. l|)” 
THEELEPHANTS WILL LEAD 
THE RTTACK FROM THE 
CENTRE, AND THE SWIFT 
HORSES WILL MOVE IN 
~ FROM BOTH FLANKS. 


` 


TO MARK THE VICTORY OF THE 
RASHTRAKOOTAS | WOULD 
LIKE TO PERFORM 
HIRANYAGARBHA МАНАЧАЈНА 
HERE IN UJJAYINI- 


Ë DS са ш 
\ // vicroR4 TO тне “ў 
RASHTRAKOOTAS! 
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PREPARATIONS WERE MADE AT UXTAYINI. THE GOLDEN HRANYAGARBHA JAR IN THE SHAPE OF 
А LOTUS WAS PLACED IN A BEAUTIFULLY DECORATED PANDRAL. p J 


AFTER THE RITUAL BATH, THE KING ENTERED, 
HOLDING THE IMAGES OF BRAHMA AND DHARMARAJA 
IN HIS HANDS. THE AIR RESOUNDED WITH THE 
VEDIC CHANTS SUNG BY THE BRAHMANAS. 


DANTIDURGA THEN MADE THE OFFERING OF 
TEN WEAPONS 70 BRAHMA, THE PRECEPTOR. 


^ GREATEST OF THE GODS, 7 


| MAKE ME VIRTUOUS AND 
| TRUTHFUL. 1 WAS BORN TO | 
ЧОЦ IN THE WORLD OF 
X MORTALS; LET ME BE BORN / 
`S NEXT IN THE WORLD OF 


AFTER THE CERE MON, THE KING MADE 
GENEROUS GIFTS OF COWS, GOLD AND LAND 
70 THE DESERVING- 
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DANTIDURGA IG \ LOYAL TO THE 
BECOMING TOO CHALUKYAS. 
|! POWERFUL. НЕ MUST 


THE EMPEROR HAS DECLARED 
WAR ON UB. 


THE LUST FOR 
ONQUEST 

HAS BITTEN 

DANTIDURGA 

| MUST STRIKE 

BEFORE HE 


OUT OF A SENGE OF 


BuT IF HE WANTS 
A PIGHT, WE SHALL 
NOT BE FOUND 

WANTING. 


KEERTIVARMAN 
NUED TO PF 


ELLORA CAVES 


THOUGH FEELING WEAK 


SMILED 


MAHARAJ, AS А 


PHYSICIAN IT 5 my 
DUTY TO GNE 

MEDICINE AND КОРЕ. 
ALL OF US PRAY 
FOR YOUR. 
HEALTH 
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— 
| WHEN THE TWO WERE LEFT ALONE 


= Sa | 


> 4 PLEASE ALLOW МЕ ТО 
UNCLE, QU KNOW \ SPEAK WHEN | STILL HAVE 

| ( HAVE NO CHILD THE STRENGTH TO 

| AND HEIR TO THE ü 


- 


THRONE -- 


Do S0 


SHOU 


THE K 


/ WHEN FATHER DIED | | 
| ЧОЧ ASKED ME TO 


RESPONSIBILITY OF 


AND TO BRING 
| GLORY TO THE 


RASH TRAKOOTAS! 


LOER THE | | 


INGDOM 


7 

/ EVEN AS | 5 

\ Lie рчімо-.. / 
P. і 


т 


! 4 i 
( олктішиеба! ) 
N. ) 


DANTIDURGA WAVED HIS HAND 
AND CONTINUED 


HAND OVER 
HE REINS OF 
THE KINGDOM 
TO qu... 4 

< 


nm" 
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SOON AFTER THE DEATH OF DANTIDURGA, 
KRISHNA WAS CROWNED EMPEROR. 


KRISHNA APDOINTED HIS SON GOVINDA THE AGAIN THE TWO GREAT POWERS MET IN A TRIAL OF 
COMMANDER OF HIS FORCES STRENGTH. [ 


/ OUR FIRST TASK IS TO 
SEE THAT KEERTIVARMAN 
CEASES TO BE A 

THREAT TO Оше 


THE MORALE OF THE RASHTRAKOOTA 
ARMY WAS HIGH, AND KEERTIVARMAN 
WAS VAN QUISHED. Be 


THERE FLEES THE LAST OF 
THEIR ARMY, WITH MY MEN ] 
GIVING THEM HOT CHASE! 
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40и PROVED AN ABLE 
COMMANDER, SON. 
=> HENCEFORTH , THE SUN 
WILL RISE TO WITNESS 
THE GLORY OF THE 
RASHTRAKOOTAS ! 


NOW WE SHOULD SETTLE 
DOWN ТО BRING PEACE | V^ 
AND PROSPERITY 70 / һ 
Оше GREAT COUNTRY. „/ 
— 


AS LONG AS THE 

CHALUKYAS OF VENGI 

ARE HOSTILE TO / 
us pr c 


Z = VT 
22 2 


А OuR NEXT 

CAMPAIGN WILL | 
BE AGAINST 
THEM 


GOVINDA ACCOMPLISHED HIS MISSION WITH | қ д 
REGOUNDING SUCCESS Ге аР: 2. ТШ > " 


AMAR 
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THE RPSHTRAKOOTAS WERE NOW THE 
GREATEST POWER IN THE LAND. 


CHITRA KATHA 
THEIR, INFLUENCE STRETCHED OVER 
THE WHOLE OF CENTRAL INDIA, TO 


KARNATAKA, THE KONKAN AND ANDHRA. 


KRISHNA DEVOTED HIMSELF WHOLLY TO RULING 
THE COUNTRY 7 
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“Ou SEEM 


THEN LET US GET 
AWAY FROM IT FOR 
А FEW DAYS. 


; ) JUST THE 
PLACE 
WHERE WE, А} 


Д STATE ARE VERY 
TAXING. 
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^ YEARS AGO DANTIDURGA 
EXPRESSED A DESIRE TO 
BUILD A TEMPLE OF ОЕР 
KAILAGANATH IN THESE 


РРО! | TAKE A VOW THAT | SHALL. 
MISE! 
А] ! WOULD — NOT TOUCH A MORGEL OF FOOD 
ALL HIS DREAMS БИТ UNTIL | SEE THE KALASHA OF 
THINGS KEPT CROPPING = THE TEMPLE OF LORD 
UP AND | COULD NOT KAILASANATH 
BuiLD THE TEMPLE ч 


«OU SHOULD 
HAVE FULFILLED 
THE DREAM 

IMMEDIATELY: ++ 


TEMPLES CANNOT ВЕ 
ЕН || merece e Tie 
WO. IT МА 
MONTHS, БУИ А THE VOW. HOWEVER, 
1 NOW THAT | HAVE TAKEN 
IT, | WILL HAVE ТО 
> FULFIL IT. 


ELLORA CAVES 
KRISHNA SUMMONED THE BEST SCULPTORS IN THE 


1 AM KOKKAG 
q FROM PRATISHTHANA, ] 


— 


/ | HAVE 7000 CRAFTSMEN 
/ AND ARTISANS WITH ME. 
IF ALL OF THEM ARE PUT 
ON THIS JOB, IT WILL / 


TAKE SIXTEEN MONTHS 


IX m. 


САМ SHE LIVE 6 55 KRISHNA TOLD THE ARCHITECT ABOUT | 

WITHOUT ғоор ў BES THE VOW THE QUEEN HAD TAKEN 

FOR SIXTEEN WR Y A == 
MONTHS? (АУЫ m 

IMPOSSIBLE! 


| SHE WILL ON 
NOT EAT TILL 
SHE SEES THE 
KALASHA OF 
THE TEMPLE? 
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E. 


4ESI i, 
THAT'S HOW | 


CAN BUILD THE 
TEMPLE. THE 
QUEEN’S VOW 
WILL BE 
FULFILLED 


“SIMILAR TO SPIRE 


one 


QUEEN’S VOW WILL 
BE FULFILLED! IN 
SEVEN DAYS’ TIME 
SHE WILL SEE THE 
KALASHA* OF 

THE TEMPLE- 


"ABOUT 3.5K M. 


* BUT DURING THE SEVEN 
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THATS 
WONDERFUL. BUT 
HOW WILL 40U 

DO іт? 


трогает 


0555456 


7 


STEELE 


S 
un 


DAYS WHEN | WORK, THE 
PLACE SHOULD BE 
CORDONED OFF AND NO 

ONE SHOULD APPROACH 
WITHIN THE DISTANCE 


чои WILL 
HAVE МЧ 
ANSWER— 
WITHIN A 


THAT WILL 
BE PONE. 


/ SIR, DO PLEASE 
LEAD THE QUEEN TO 
THE TEMPLE . SHE 
CAN SEE THE 
KALAGHA OF THE 
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THE HILLOCK WAS A BEAUTIFULLY CARVED € ASHA 
BE-COLOURED FLAG FLUTTERED IN THE BREEZE. 


^ THERE \ 
IS THE 
KALASHA, 
4OUR 
` MAJESTY. 
N F 


к. г> T 
ы 2 [ 


THE YOW IS 
FULFILLED, TRUE, 
BUT IT IS A TRICK! 
WHERE IS THE 
TEMPLE? 


THE TEMPLE 
I9 ЧЕТ TO BE 
CARVED, SIR 
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THIS WHOLE TEMPLE 

CARVED FROM A 
SINGLE ROCKt 

CAN IT BE PONE? 


4ES» SIR, THE ONLY WAY TO 
FULFIL THE VOW WAS TO CARVE 
THE TEMPLE WORKING DOWN 
FROM THE TOP! THE TASK 16 
DIFFICULT BUT THE TEMPLE 
SHOULD BE SUCH AS 
BEFITS THE GLORY 

OF THE RASHTRAKOOTA 


lE ll ————Ó—— —— - 
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| HE CONSECRATION OF THE TEMPLE 
WAS PERFORMED WITH APPROPRIATE 


THE PROGRESS OF THE 
[БЕТТИ LT 


y» 


E RASHTRAKOOTA EMPIRE AND ITS 
ҚҚ GREAT KINGS HAYE BEEN LOST IN THE 
Bi LANES OF HISTORY. BUT THE 
KAILASANATH TEMPLE BEARS 


А TESTIMONY TO THOSE GLORIOUS DAYS. 
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